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Are you doing anything after school
today, Amy?

Not sure yet. I mustn't be home late.

Why?

We really must arrange an X0L
meeting. Very few of the new kids
know anything about usl

That’s bad. I thought everybody knew
about Xpress Online by now. How are

_we going to get more publicity?

Good question. You know, it’s amazing,
this playground leoks like a rubbish
tip already.

True ... But what's that got to do with
XOL?

Think about itl Our classrooms are
untidy, the whole place is a mess. The
school gates have got lots of graffiti on
them already. Somebody didn’t waste
much time with the paint sprayt XOL
should start a ‘Keep the School Tidyl
campaign!

Maybe ... but you know, people aren’t
going to like it.

Take that boy over there, for sxample.
He just spat his chewing gum on the
ground! Hey you!




Who, me?
Yes, you!l Pick that gum up!
Why should I? You pick it upl

What! You cheeky little ... Did you hear
that, Amy? I'm going to get his name.

He's just a little kid. You don’t have to
tallk to him so bosgsily, it's not exactly a
gin to chew gum.

But you shouldn’t spit it out and pollute
the pavements with it. Some people just
throw things out of car windows, it's
terriblel They should put their rubbish
tidily in & bin or take it home with them.

Of gourse they should, but you mustn’t
tell people what to do, Jess. You're just
going to become really unpopular, that's
all.

Speaking of unpopular ... here comes
Donny.

Let's agk him. He usually has a lot of
really cool ideas.

I don’t think he’s interested In XOL any
more, Anyway, I'm off.

Donny

By

Donny

Fair enough. Donny, hil What do you
think about an anti-litter campaign?
Jess wants to clean up the school.

She does?

Except when she told a Year 7 boy to
pick up his gum, he just laughed at her!

I'm not surpriged. Poor Jess. But there
must bs a better way ... There is an old
family friend I can contact ... I wonder ...
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QK everybody? Welcome to this term’s
first meeting. Nice to see 50 many
familiar faces — oh, and there are a few
1 didn't expect.

Hello Jess. Can I join you?

What can I say?

How about, great to have you with us Cat?
And Spud, not late? Incrediblsl

Well I have a little spare time today.
And I heard about Donny’s graffiti
campaign ...

What campaign?

... 80 I said to myself, Spud, you have to
be there.

I don’t think the editor should be the last
person to know about a new campaignl

Donny’s just coming - he can explain.
He had an appointment with the Head
but he said we should start without him.

Donny went to see the Head? Why?

Here he is now!

Hi gang! Hi boss! Good news — the Head’s
ali for itl

basgics
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Donny

Donny

Spud

All for what!?

OK, OK, so here's the story. Jess had
this idea for a clean-up campalgn in
gehool.

It’s not just in school.

Sure. 8chool first, and we tackle the rest
of the world tomorrow, eh? And as well
as a lot of litter, there’s some really bad
graffiti on the gate, and in the tollets,
OK, so we put an advertisement for a
competition in XOL, to find the best
graffiti artists. People send us their
design ideas, right? And then, we have
this graffiti wall and the winners can
tag it — add their signature to it — as long
as their work is good and imaginative.
Things that people iike can stay. But the
artists have to clean off graffiti which is
bad, or rude, or in any way uncool

You mugt be mad! Graffiti all over the
gchool?

No. The Head agreed the bike shed wall
is going to be the graffiti spot. Nobody
gan see it from the street — and it’s
maassive. Graffiti is allowed there, but
nowhere else.

Sounds like an excellent idea to me!
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Well I suppose it’s OK, but it doesn’t even
begin to solve the litter problem. You just
have to think of something better
Donny!

Hey, that’s not fair! She shouldn's ...

No, no, no problem ... another idea
coming up ..
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Honestly, Donny, I don’t get it. Jess
doesn’t have to talk to us the way she
did in that meeting last week.

Yeah, but she means well.

She’s 50 bosgy, isn’t she? I bet she’s an
only child.

Yeah, she is actually. How did you
guess?

Obviously she hasn’t got any older
brothers to shut her up.

- 8he works really hard on the journal

though. I'm going over to her place now
with my new idea. Want to come along?

No, Amy and I are going into town
together. But don't be disappeinted
when she doesn’t like your story —
whatever it isl

Don’t worry about me, Cat. I'm pretty
confident she’s going to like this one.

See you tomorrow then!

Byet ... Hi Jess.

Donny! You're not going to believe what I
found in the XOL letterbox. '

bagics

. Donny

Oh right, sure, you can take my coat ...
Sorry, sorry, come on in, throw your
coat over there ... I'm so excited about
this letter.

Oh yeah? Tell me about it.

Well I can hardly believe my eyes. It's a
letter from Bill Bryson. To me
personally, look! Jessica Adams, Hditor
XOL, Westgate College, Tolchester.
Awesomse.

You know who he is, don’t you?

Well actually, he went to college with my
dad ...

OK, so at firgt I thought, he's just
another stupid American.

Hey, thanks Jess.

He wrote a funny book about the British.
My parents read it, loved it. It was a
best seller, but I thought, he’s a
foreigner, what does he know about us?

Well in fact, he lives here now and ...
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Donny

I know, but he doesn't have to be rude
about us, does he? Anyway, now he's
President of the CPRE, that's the
Campaign to Protect Rural England, and
he's totally anti-litter! You should see hig
websitel

Funnily encugh ...

But the best thing of all — wait for it

- he’s going to come into school and give
me an interview for XOL! I’m going to be
a real journalist, he’s a really famous
author. I can’t wait to meet him.

Oh, he's an extremely nice guy, you're
going to like him a lot ... oh ...

Donny? Donny ...

I only gave him a eall ... ¥ou don’t mind,
doyou..?%
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Rewards for shopping

By Ian Hoogie

A new campaign by
South Yorkshire police
is targetting the busiest
graffiti vandals in the
region. Police are asking
residents to tell them
who the vandals are,

in exchange for a cash
reward.

The vandals each have
their own tag, or signature,
The gratfiti is now on walls
and buildings across the
whole of South Yorkshire,
and it costs £1 million

pounds a year to clean

it off. So the council is
offering a £1,000 reward
for information that results
in a vandal’s arrest.

Anyone with information-
about graffiti vandals

can call Crime-stoppers-
anonymously on

0800 555 111.
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| Attention Dog Guardians
Pick up after your dogs, Thank yau. .
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i er younger brother Chip | thems
alone when their parents leave them ‘Aman . 1l
selling ‘apples cheats Sky out of the I|ttIe money: _;back there!’ Dig said, chewmg on a plece of grass
they have, and the Catchers; always Iooklng out S " “That greengrocer accused me of stealing,” Sky

for homeless kids, chase after them They get explained,:‘but he was th hret._-' He'took rmy money; dldnt
away with the help of. Dig, _who Ilves as a Ptcker on. give me’ any change and then: sard I hadn tpaidatall”
the rubblsh tlps on the outsklrts of the rlch c;ty coots The boy nodded ‘Happens ali the time. Bad luck, the

' : Catchers arr!vmg when they did: thou h: Dlg looked

r's shoulder

‘Fo!low me" D!g called over :

: : o m‘or_'e 'c_losel'y-a e two of them "Yo re. new around
Sky bent double’ and darted after hlm if she'dldn t - here -aran’'t you’?__ e S
have Chrp with hek, she could: have kept up: easrly, but- .Sky- didn’;t_'want to teif ThlS strange 'boy too much but i
Chip, with his short iegs kept tr:pplng over and .,__"-_..jbefore sh > couid. stop h

- falling: They got further and further behind until there - *Our'mum and dad- have gone away
: .-:was no sound or srg' of the fas moving boy Sky . .andleftus’ :
' . 'Ohlsee: Thenyou !I'be

of - 100king for the Tip...
1 e-boy s:ttlng onthe ;‘What tlp’?’ o
‘They ll-never follow us here;’ \
‘You OK’7 f thought i’ d lost -




ooked amazed

-_a'fhass of wild silk and silver ribbons. The
somebody wouid spend on that dress WouEd _

"ped outSIde a fast food restaurant Chip= :

‘his nose agasnst the wmdows his eyes blg :

here we re going to eat’P’ he asked Dig. To™
surprise, D|g nodded but as Chlp ran to the

doors he pulled him' back. ‘Not inside! There s'

~as much food out here.’
ythirng became clear as Dig went up to the litter

bin on the pavement

~ outside the restaurant.

He waved away the

flies with his arms and-.

then pushed his hand

deep into the bin.

‘Don’t just stand there Dig sa1d

passing her a pile of takeaway boxes

‘you look too!’

. Hungry as she was Sky felt Sle Slowiy, one by
- one she opene_d-the boxes. They were all so light

she hoped they were empty, but one had a

_ handful of French fries and a half-eaten

hamburger together with a cigarette end, a plastic
Knife and fork and -an empty sauce sachet. The
cold food was covered in tomato sauce and
cigarette ash.

“Yuck!” Sky said.

She was about to throw the box back when Dig
stopped her. ‘Don’t waste it!’

‘Waste it? It is waste! It’s rubbish! | can’t eat that!’
Sky said, angrliy

“Well 1 can,” Chip said as he grabbed the bhox
- greedily from her. ‘I’'m starving!

Throwaways by lan Strad ’e:zn




